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Investigations
loom
Hundreds of flowers dropped in honor of victims of sexual assault results
Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin
With the high-profile Jordan
Johnson trial ending last Friday,
focus returns to the ongoing investigations by the Department
of Justice, Department of Education and the NCAA.
Missoula county attorney Fred
Van Valkenburg said the prosecution of Johnson’s case had nothing to
do with the DOJ’s investigations into
the University, the Missoula Police
Department and the Missoula County Attorney’s office. He also said he
would continue to be uncooperative
with the investigation because the
DOJ “does not have any authoritative
basis to investigate our office.”
“Nothing has changed,” Van
Valkenburg said. “The Jordan Johnson case had nothing specifically to
do with the Department of Justice
investigation.”
Van Valkenburg said he doubts
he will sign a settlement agreement
if the DOJ asks. However, he said
even discussing a settlement agreement was “highly speculative.”
Van Valkenburg said it was hard
See INVESTIGATION, page 8
Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin

Rachel Pauli distributes roses at the 1,000 Flowers event in front of the Wilma Theatre Wednesday evening. The event was a tribute to victims of sexual
assault.

Zeno Wicks
Montana Kaimin
Roughly 160 men, women and
children lined the west side of the
Higgins Avenue Bridge Wednesday evening to throw flowers in
support of victims of rape and
sexual assault.
Shortly after 6 p.m., each rainsoaked participant dropped between one and four flowers. Most
landed gently on the Clark Fork
River, while others fell to the grass
of Caras Park.
Pink carnations, red roses and
yellow daisies were some of the
flowers dropped by participants,
who came to show their support
despite the chilly conditions.
“Our message is very simple,”
Kia Liszak, co-founder of 1,000
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Flowers said before the event.
“We want to drop 1,000 flowers in
honor and support in honor of all
the victims of sexual assault; past,
present and future.”
The movement was started in
the wake of the Jordan Johnson trial. Johnson, who was charged with
sexual intercourse without consent,
was acquitted after a 12-day trial. A
box labeled, “Jane Doe,” was placed
at a table just south of the Wilma
Theater where people could place,
“positive written messages of support for the woman who just recently endured a very public trial here in
Missoula.”
“It takes a lot to put yourself out
there,” said Erin Sipe, co-founder
of 1,000 Flowers. “I think that the
more people talk about (sexual assault) and the more they can show

support for the people coming
forward the better it will be for everybody.”
Sipe said that the idea for 1,000
Flowers came up when Liszak
and her were talking about the trial and its effects on the community. They had been discussing the
complexity of rape and wanted
to spark community discussion
about the issue.
“I think that it is the power of
social media,” Liszak said. “Because we simply made a Facebook
page called 1,000 Flowers and the
response was huge. It turns out
there are an enormous amount of
people who actually feel the same
way we do.”
Liszak said it must have been
very hard for both parties involved to endure such a long in-

vestigation and trial. She hopes
that those lining the bridge were
able to help bring awareness and
support.
“I am here to show support
for victims who think that they
cannot come forward,” said Jim
Repulsive, a cook at Scotties Table.
Repulsive and his wife Anna
Henry had arrived to show support for all those who had come
forward in cases of rape and sexual violence. However, they said
that they didn’t have a strong
opinion on the results of the Johnson trial.
“I didn’t follow the case closely,” Henry said. “I’m hoping that
regardless of guilty or not guilty
that she at least feels happy to have
faced her problem head on.”
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu
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Corps brings
crops to kids
Brett Berntsen
Montana Kaimin
Amidst a national push to
improve childhood nutrition
and fight obesity, Montana
public schools have been utilizing some special advantages to
help put healthy food choices
on the plates and in the minds
of students.
For more than six years
Montana FoodCorps service
members have worked in
schools across the state, teaching dietary education, building
school gardens, sourcing local
ingredients for cafeterias and
See FOODCORPS, page 5
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LIFE IN THE UNIVERS(ITIES)
The next (Italian) movie star
By Blake Reynolds

Six months ago I thought hipsters were the only ones watching
foreign films: using their infinite amount of spare time to add to
their inflated sense of self-worth. I was mostly joking, but I was also
wrong. There are whole other worlds of film and cinema culture out
there that are totally different from our own. Not all the good films
are made America. And, not surprisingly, not all the good actors are
made in America either. Enter Luciano Montaser. A film student here
in Italy, Luciano desires to be the next household name and Italian
heartthrob on the silver screen.
Luciano has seen the world as his stage since he was 11 years old.
Originally from Egypt, he attended the Cinema School of Damascus
in 2008 and then entered the Civic School of Milan in 2010. Currently
he is developing a screenplay about children of mixed Italian and
Arabic descent.
“My aspirations are to become the first powerful Arab actor who
can give the Italian cinema everything that is useful and interesting,”
Luciano said (in Italian, painstakingly translated by yours truly).
Some of my more … conservative readers may be wondering why
I am describing an Arabic actor to explain the potential future of Italian cinema. Well my friends, Italy is no longer composed of the black
and unanimously white images that you see in Rosellini’s Roma Citta Aperta or Fellini’s Le Dulce Vita. Italy is a modern industrialized
state. And, much like our nostalgic visions of America from Leave it
to Beaver, the modern world provides a much more eclectic perspective than what we often envision.
Luciano represents the ambition and obsessive desire that it takes
to make it as an actor — in any country. More importantly, he has not
dedicated his life to acting simply so that he can live “the sweet life,”
but because he wishes to accomplish things with his talent. One of
his main goals is to establish an orphanage. It could be argued that
many American actors are just as philanthropic, but adopting a baby
from every continent and hiring a nanny doesn’t quite equate.
So what kind of person does this potential international film star
look up to? Perhaps neorealist directors like Visconti or Jean Dujardin from The Artist? Not quite. Luciano’s favorite cinematic figure is
Mel Gibson, especially his performance in Braveheart. While Luciano and I bonded over this mutual love of six-foot swords and Scottish rebellions, the larger trend of American cinema’s dominance
and global permeation astounded me. This actor, with lofty hopes
for success in the higher brows of European and Middle Eastern cinema, still enjoys and prefers mainstream American movies.
Luciano’s love for American films is shared by most people in Italy, and the rest of the world. Just because the movies are made by
us doesn’t mean they are meant for us alone. There is nothing more
disorienting than seeing Bruce Willis on a poster, heroically standing
behind the words “Un Buon Giorno Per Morire” (seriously, Google
it). It’s not surprising that international actors like Luciano also want
their names in lights on Hollywood Boulevard. And after getting to
know him, I hope he gets to turn the bulbs on himself.
blake.reynolds@umontana.edu
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LETTERS
to the EDITOR

I APOLOGIZE TO JOHNSON
I had already condemned you,
Jordan Johnson.
Jordan, this is in a way a very
difficult and enlightening letter
to write to someone I have never
met before and most likely will
never meet. Who am I? I am a
new student to the University, a
self-proclaimed sports enthusiast.
I am outgoing and a strong young
woman not quite comfortable in
calling herself a feminist. Upon
arriving on campus, I fell quickly into the buzz concerning your
trial as well as the headline news
of America’s so called “Rape Cap-

M

ontana’s path to
a second consecutive Big Sky
Conference tournament championship is looking rocky after
losing its steady trail guide,
Mathias Ward.
Ward’s season won’t end
like it did last season in a second-round NCAA college basketball tournament loss to a
gritty Wisconsin team. Ward’s
season won’t end on the court
at all after he underwent foot
surgery Wednesday morning,
leaving the Grizzlies with a serious hole in the post.
The 6-foot-7, 230 pound forward gave the Griz a unique
offensive threat. Ward busted
zones with his knack for finding the ball near the rim and
being able to spot up and shoot
long jumpers. Like in his heyday, head coach Wayne Tinkle’s
offense often established Ward
on the block to bang away on
the inside of defenses. With
a post catch, the Gig Harbor,
Wash., native bulled his way
into the lane for easy layups or
hook-shots. Ward was also the
Grizzlies’ best interior defender. Now, the Griz are without
their do-it-all senior.

ital,” Missoula and its subsequent
association with the football program as well as players on the team.
Throughout the last month,
many of my friends and coworkers
would bring up the trial, inquiring into the nature of my opinion.
I would claim, “I don’t know all
the facts. Perhaps she cried wolf, or
maybe the jerk got caught for his
crime.” When in reality, I steadfastly
gripped my condemnation of you
and what I placed on this trial; the
validation of someone’s pain being
justified — although to be honest I
can’t be sure if it was mine or someone else’s pain I was seeking justice
for. I chose not to care about how the
verdict of this trial could affect your
life, your plans, your family and
friends — it was easier that way,

because caring for someone like
you might mean I would have to
consider someone other than the
alleged victim could be hurt by
this ugly crime. It might mean I
would be siding with the “type”
of person I swore to loathe for the
rest of my life after I was sexually
assaulted: a rapist.
Why am I writing this? As
a public and (what feels like)
astonishingly sincere apology,
because even though we have
never crossed paths, I wished
you ill from the moment I heard
about the accusation, the kind
of ill people never recover from.
Something along the lines of, “Go
rot, f----r” crept through my consciousness when your trial was
See LETTERS, page 3
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COLE WORLD
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor

It’s a considerable blow because Ward and point guard
Will Cherry, who is also injured, are the only seniors for
UM. Both were all-conference
selections last season.
The trail should see more
footprints from No. 24.
A lot of the leadership roles
from Ward’s absence will be
shoved on transferee Spencer
Coleman’s shoulders: His junior college All-American accolades suggest he can handle
it. Coleman logged 30 minutes
a game at Eastern Arizona College last season and averaged
15.1 points and 7.3 rebounds
per game. This season, he has
played 21.5 minutes per game.
Ward’s void should boost the
efficiency of the athletic wingman, who shoots around 51
percent already.
The 6-foot-6 transfer has had
memorable, high-flying dunks
this season and timely 3-point
shooting, but it’s unclear if he

brings the same all-around
threat Ward did. Coleman has
been great on the fast break
and has had a solid presence
cutting to the basket against
zone defenses.
If the Grizzlies are to make
another run to the NCAA tournament, they’ll have to do it
on the defensive end: a point
of pride, historically, for UM
squads.
One thing to remember, is
the Grizzlies are still the reigning champions and if a team is
built for another run, it’s this
one. Big Sky Conference teams
will still give the Grizzlies their
best shot, but like the Grizzlies
of last March, this is when
they’re most dangerous.
J. Cole said it best: “I wonder
what it could be/I think they
scared of me, and they should
be.”
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
@ErikCAnderson
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LETTERS
From page 2
the topic of discussion. It made me
sick to think about rape, and in my
rush to reinforce the character of a
woman, I neglected that of the man
and how quickly this type of spark
could unleash a forest fire like destruction onto all the regions of your
life.
Now it makes me sick to think I
didn’t care to afford you any ground,
reflection, compassion or kindness
during a time that was at the very
least harrowing for you and your
family. For that, I apologize. I still
don’t know all the facts, and I hope
the verdict reflects the truth of the
situation, but despite how much I
don’t know about you or the accuser’s part in this, I do know you have
a great opportunity to forge ahead
in whatever manner you choose.
I’m new to Missoula, the University
and the highly publicized details
of your life, but I am not new to the

OPINION
idea of redefining yourself amidst
picking up the pieces when your
world was shattered. I wish you the
best and that after the high tide of
overwhelming emotions have gone,
you will see with clarity, know the
ease of joy and find yourself moving through life on the “other side of
the tunnel” with purposeful intent.

Mallory Turner
UM student

STUDENT SUPPORT FOR PAT
I wasn’t born when Pat Williams
was first elected to Congress, and
I was 5 years old when he retired
to come home to the University
of Montana and join the faculty. I
am grateful to Pat for dedicating so
many years to making UM better
before I had even enrolled. And
now, students here are the beneficiaries of Pat’s lifetime of experience, used every day to make UM

an even better place as a member of
the Board of Regents.
Pat has spent his career fighting
for a better education system in
Montana. He has spent his career
standing up for Montana students
— it’s one of the qualities I most admire in Pat. When our most vulnerable need a voice, Pat has been there.
Pat believes our communities,
especially students, are made stronger and safer by talking about and
solving problems — not shying
away from them or sweeping them
under the rug. As a former University of Montana student, faculty
member and the parent of three
University of Montana graduates,
Pat has made every decision by
asking what outcome will make the
University of Montana a better place
for students to grow and learn.
Because of this, I initiated a petition in support of Pat Williams’
confirmation to the Montana Board
of Regents. Overnight, my petition

supporting Pat amassed more signatures than one opposing him
managed to get in more than two
weeks. After years of giving his service to our state and our students,
Montanans are standing up in support of Pat.
By any objective measure, Pat is
enormously qualified to serve on
the Board of Regents. Pat chaired
the Committee on Post secondary
Education in the U.S. Congress,
served as a Trustee or Director on
countless national Boards and has
irreplaceable experience to offer the
Regents and the university system
as they chart a course forward for
all Montana students.
Pat’s critics have built their entire
case around 16 words in a threeweek old story in the New York
Times where Pat was answering
questions specifically about people
accused of rape, murder, assaulting a police officer and sexual assault. Pat wasn’t talking about the
athletic department, or even the
entire football team. Instead, he was
speaking about a few wrongheaded players who have caused two
years worth of scandal to that has
impacted the entire football team,
the University and Missoula.
Purposefully misinterpreting
his comments is counterproductive
to the critical process of healing our
community’s deep wounds.
Pat believes, and I agree, that
the University has begun making
genuine reforms in repairing the
community of Missoula, the University of Montana and its athletic
department. As that difficult pro-

3

cess continues it will, as it already
has, cause pain and difficulty in the
short-term; but eventually our institution, our athletes and our students
will be the primary beneficiaries.
We should be thankful, as Montanans, for public officials — both
elected and appointed — who will
speak their mind, even when we
might not all agree.
We should be thankful for leadership who will speak out against
rape. Who will speak out against
violence against women. Who
will speak out against sexual assault. Who will speak out against
assaulting police officers.
My mother raised me to fight for
social justice and to not be afraid to
raise my voice against injustices in
my community — despite how unpopular it might be to do so. I have
fought against domestic violence
and sexual assault since I was a kid.
People like Pat inspire me to stay
strong through it all.
The University of Montana is
on the way back up, but we have to
keep working together and talking
together.
I hope we can build a Montana
that encourages students, teachers,
parents and leaders alike to speak
up and speak out. We can build a
Montana that encourages solving,
not ignoring, the challenges they
will inevitably face. We can build
a Montana that always and only
assumes we can and must do better.

Aylinn Inmon
Junior, social work
Missoula native
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Mathias Ward out

Foot surgery sidelines leading scorer for
remainder of 2012-13 season
Alexandria Valdez
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Senior Mathias Ward, leading scorer of the University of
Montana men’s basketball team,
is out for the season after undergoing foot surgery Wednesday
morning.
“You lose a big scorer—obviously he was our leading scorer
at almost 15 points a game,” assistant coach Jonathan MetzgerJones said. “He was very strong
and could handle bigger players
inside when he was on defense.
He was strong enough to go
up against players two to three
inches bigger than him just because he was tough. And he
brings an element to the offensive side where he can score inside but then also we could run
some plays because he was such

a good shooter to get him free
on the perimeter. So those are
things that we have to make up.”
Ward, a 6-foot-7, 228 pound
senior from Gig Harbor, Wash.,
averaged 14.8 points per game
and was fourth in the Big Sky
Conference in scoring. He
sprained the left arch of his foot
in Montana’s 61-54 road win
against Idaho State on Feb. 16.
This season, Ward earned
“Big Sky Conference Player of
the Week” honors twice and
started 24 games for the Griz,
before being sidelined with a
foot injury. He also was named
to the Capital One Academic
All-America Team.
He ends his career at 933
points and 324 rebounds, 67
points shy of the 1,000 point
mark.
In his absence, several reserve players will see extended

playing time.
“We haven’t officially announced it for this weekend
but I believe it will be the same
as it was versus Montana State
and Southern Utah where it was
Keron DeShields, Jordan Gregory, Kareem Jamar, Spencer
Coleman and Eric Hutchinson,”
Metzger-Jones said.
Montana will be without
Ward Thursday as the Grizzlies
take on Northern Arizona University. The game is also senior
night for the Grizzlies.
“He said he would be at the
game on crutches cheering us
on and be there for senior night
and go through the whole senior night procession.” MetzgerJones said.
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Mathias Ward (40), shoots in traffic during the first half against the University of North Dakota on Feb. 9 at Dahlberg Arena. The 78-58 win gave the
Griz the record for most consecutive wins in the Big Sky Conference.

LeBron James, Miami Heat win 16th straight game
Associated Press
MIAMI (AP) — Game on the
line, LeBron James knew he was going to get to the rim.
And he delivered.
James scored 26 points, including a go-ahead layup after getting
past DeQuan Jones with 3.2 seconds
left, and the Heat scrambled late to
beat the Orlando Magic 97-96 on

Wednesday night and extend their
franchise-record winning streak to
16 games.
“I had no intention of shooting
another jumper,” James said.
He missed a pair of 3-pointers
about 90 seconds earlier, so he went
for the 3-footer instead. From the
right wing, James drove diagonally
through the lane, then used his left
hand — after all, he is left-handed — for the basket that won it for

Miami. It was the first time he came
up with what became a game-winning basket in the final five seconds
of a game since a 3-pointer beat the
Magic in the 2009 playoffs, according to STATS LLC.
“This is tough,” Magic coach
Jacque Vaughn said, after his team
fell to 0-2 against Miami this season
— the two losses by a total of three
points. “You’ve got guys who battled, who really wanted to win this

game and deserved to win this
game.»
Dwyane Wade scored 24 points
on 10-for-16 shooting — he’s now
shooting 62 percent in his last seven
games — and Chris Bosh added 17
points and 10 rebounds for the Heat,
who blew a 20-point, second-half
lead and then rallied from a fivepoint deficit in the final minutes.
Nik Vucevic had 25 points and
21 rebounds for the Magic, who

got 16 points apiece from Jameer
Nelson and Tobias Harris, 13 from
Arron Afflalo and 12 from Maurice
Harkless.
“They’re one of the best teams in
the NBA, if not the best and we gave
it our all,” Harris said. “They knew
that. It’s just a matter of a couple of
seconds that could have changed
the game. It’s a tough loss for us but
it’s the right step in the right direction.”
Vucevic now has two games of
20 rebounds or more in his career —
both this season, and both against
Miami. He had a 20-point, 29-rebound effort in a loss to the Heat on
Dec. 31.
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Foresters’ Ball

Increasing safety, decreasing debauchery
Grace Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Over the past year, the Forestry
Student Association has collaborated with University of Montana
officials to incorporate more education and stricter safety policies
into this year’s Foresters’ Ball.
The Forestry Club has met
with President Royce Engstrom,
the Office of Public Safety and the
Environmental Health and Risk
Management Department to hash
out all of the details of the event to
“make sure the ball goes off without a hitch,” Foresters’ Ball publicity officer Dylan Brooks said.
Last year, the Forestry Club
sold a record of 1,700 tickets for
each night. This year, the ball will
be held two hours earlier and ticket sales will be capped at 1,200
each night.
Brooks said professionals will be
looking for inebriated students and
those who appear to be intoxicated
will be questioned by security.
“(Students) will be denied entry
if they’re visibly intoxicated,” Public
Safety Officer Ward Dewitt said.
DeWitt said there will be seven
public safety officers working the
event, as well as a number of officials from Event Security. EMTs
will be available for students who
need medical attention.
In addition to tightened security
and earlier hours, the Forestry Club is
hosting two new educational events
during the weekend of the ball.
The first is the Careers in Nat-

ural Resource and Management
Fair on Friday, March 22. UM
alumni will be present to talk to
students who are interested in
those job fields.
Brooks said the career fair is
open to the public, but that it will
be particularly beneficial to high
school students who are unsure
about career options.
“You don’t just have to be a doctor or a lawyer,” Brooks said. “You
can come work outside in the woods
and be happy with your life.”
The fair will be held from 1-5
p.m. in the Adams Center to give
the community a chance to see the
Foresters’ Ball setup during the day.
“It’s fun and opens the Foresters’ Ball up to everybody who
doesn’t want to go to a college
dance,” Brooks said.
The second event is the Community Forestry Day on Saturday,
March 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event will include a ghost
town, presentations by the timber
sports team and an appearance by
Smokey the Bear.
“We’re trying to get out into the
community and say there’s more
going on, there’s more to this,”
Brooks said. “We’re starting to reassure the community that we’re
bigger than those two nights.”
The ball will be held Friday,
March 22 and Saturday, March 23
from 7-11 pm in the Adams Center. Single tickets cost $20 and couples tickets cost $35. Tickets will
go on sale on March 18.
grace.ryan@umontana.edu
@gracie_ryan

Thom Bridge/ Montana Kaimin
Peter Kerns of FoodCorps, gives a presentation on the sugar content of popular food to Rachel Danielson’s
fourth grade class Tuesday afternoon. By filling latex gloves with the same amount of sugar that is in candy and
soft drinks, Kern helped the students realize how much sugar they are consuming.

FOODCORPS
From page 1
instilling a nutrition precedent
that has since been adopted as
a national model.
“There’s really great potential here,” said Missoula FoodCorps member Peter Kerns.
“The community wants it, and
farmers really like to see their
products served locally.”
Sponsored by AmeriCorps,
the program implants service
workers into communities to
help improve school food programs. Kerns works directly with the Missoula County
Public Schools, splitting the
bulk of his services between
teaching benefits of proper
nutrition in classrooms and

developing healthier menu
items made from locally
sourced ingredients
“There’s a lot of things they
can do with their service that
we don’t have time to do,”
said Ed Christensen, MCPS
assistant supervisor of food
and nutrition.
With 6,000 student meals to
prepare every day and only a
handful of chefs, Christensen
said MCPS welcomes the extra help.
The FoodCorps program recently expanded nationwide,
currently fielding 80 service
members in 12 states. But like
the ingredients it advocates, the
program retains local roots.
Founder Crissie McMullan,
drawing from her experience
as a graduate student and
co-founder of the Farm to College Program at the University
of Montana, pieced together
her first team of VISTA volunteers in 2006.
The
program
received
enough positive feedback that
a national version was eventually created. Last year, the
Montana chapter merged with
the national program and local communities continue to
reap the benefits.
“We’re seeing not as much
packaged cereals but rather
foods with more protein,” said
Hawthorne Elementary School
teacher Michele Riordan. “I
think it’s improved a lot over
the last few years.”
Local grain products are just
one asset Missoula schools can
take advantage of with FoodCorps, Kerns said. Montana is a
large bean producer and Kerns
looks at plans to add more of
them into meals as an added
vegetable protein.

However, some changes
are easier said than done, and
while Kerns appreciates the
success stories, he can’t help
but notice some serious hurdles
still standing in the way of improving school nutrition.
“I’ve really come to realize
the reality of the situation,” he
said. “We have very little money to feed kids.”
MCPS has 86 cents to spend
on each lunch per day, Kerns
said. The short funding, along
with federally enforced meal
plans and calorie requirements
make it hard for school districts to create healthy menus
without losing money.
Lea Howe, FoodCorps National liaison to Montana, said
some avenues are being pursued to increase funding, but
in general local foods are produced at smaller scales, making them more expensive.
“There’re plenty of farmers
and ranchers that would happily produce food for schools,”
Howe said. “But they can’t sacrifice their livelihoods and just
donate it.”
Howe said developing more
grower co-ops across the state
could lower bulk food prices
and FoodCorps looks forward
to making these networks in
the future. Howe remains optimistic that school nutrition
will continue to improve and
considers Missoula’s school
system an opportunity to
achieve positive change.
“There’s always a big emphasis to improve the education system but food needs to
go hand in hand with that,” she
said. “Missoula could pave the
way for the rest of the state and
the nation.”
brett.berntsen@umontana.edu
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ATHLETIC TRAINING

More Than Trainers:
Grady Higgins
Montana Kaimin
The Rhinehart Athletic Training Center sits tucked away in the
Adams Center on the University
of Montana campus, sandwiched
between the Hall of Champions,
Dahlberg Arena and Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
Although it’s located in the
heart of the athletic community
on campus, the facility often goes
unnoticed by passersby — camouflaged by the long line of trophy
cases and fields of play by which
it’s surrounded.
Just like the facility, the work of
athletic trainers and athletic training students often goes unnoticed
by the public, but is critical in helping keep the continuous cycle of
athletics moving.

That’s why every March the
National Athletic Training Association celebrates National Athletic Training Month, with the goal
of raising public awareness of the
role that ATs play in sports.
AT intern Kara Wesen said undergraduate students are assigned
each year to come up with ways to
promote the profession.
“Students go out to high schools
to speak about the importance of
athletic training, make posters that
are put up around campus and
create radio PSAs,” Wesen said.
“The goal is to not only educate the
public about what we do, but our
friends, family and the athletes we
treat as well.”
Wesen, a Glasgow native who
graduated from UM last year, said
she didn’t know what an AT was
until she came to college, but the
profession is one that she takes a

Medical professionals help keep
Grizzly athletes on track

lot of pride in now.
“It’s important to make the distinction that we’re more than a personal trainer or manager,” Wesen
said. “We are medical professionals and we deserve that recognition.”
On a typical day, the duties of
an AT consist of the evaluation,
treatment and rehabilitation of
athletes so they are able to get back
to competing.
Weida said the schools without
ATs usually don’t have the funding
to hire any. Even the larger high
schools in cities such as Billings or
Great Falls only have two ATs.
Weida said it is important to educate parents of high-school athletes about ATs because they can
not only curb out-of-pocket costs
that going to a clinic would bring,
but they also provide a personal
touch that every athlete needs.

Taylor Romack/ Montana Kaimin
Reegan Von Wildenradt, left, pumps air into an inflatable splint as Associate Athletic Trainer J.C. Weida, center,
holds Sam Riordan’s foot in place, Wednesday in the Rhinehart Athletic Training Center.

“If an athlete doesn’t have an
AT at their school, they’re forced to
go to a clinic that’s on an appointment basis and the athletes aren’t
able to see them whenever they
need them,” Weida said. “Having an AT at your school, not only
could take away the personal cost
of going to a clinic, but also gives
you someone that is able to catch
signs of injury so it doesn’t become
exacerbated.”
Students are required to learn
through real-world experience in
the training room working with
athletes. Junior Sam Riordan said
being able to retain things in class
and turn around and put them
into practice has been the toughest
challenge for her.
“It’s tough because you might
just start learning something in
class, then an athlete will come into
the training room that day with
a problem that you just learned
about,” Riordan said. “You have
to go right from learning it in a
textbook or practicing on someone
to treating someone who actually
has the injury, which can be quite
a learning curve.”
Wesen said success in the pro-

fession is not only about how well
you can diagnose an injury or help
rehab a knee, but that interpersonal skills are an essential intangible
as well.
“Showing the athletes that
you care about their life outside
of sports really helps build trust,”
Wesen said. “Everybody’s body
responds to injuries differently too,
so working with them over a long
period of time allows you to be able
to anticipate things better as well.”
Weida said although the job often comes with long hours, busy
days and not much recognition,
seeing an athlete’s appreciation after helping them overcome an injury makes it all worth it.
“I remember in the late ’90s,
(the Griz football team) was in the
late-season stretch and Justin Olson was having a really tough time
with turf toe,” he said. “After working with him hard for a few weeks,
he scored a long touchdown in his
first game back and ran over to me,
shook my hand and thanked me.
It’s little moments like that really
make this profession so rewarding.”
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
@gradyhiggins
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BASKETBALL

Hosting rights on the line: Lady Griz go on road for final games
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
The Lady Griz hit the road for
their final two games starting
Thursday, but more than simple
victories hinge on the outcome of
games this weekend. Montana has
already clinched a spot in the postseason but could host the Big Sky
Conference championship for the
first time in four years depending
on weekend play.
First, Montana faces the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks.
When Northern Arizona came
to Missoula Dec. 20, the Lady Griz
overcame a second half rally from

No. 1

[

NAU for a 79-71 overtime victory.
Seniors Kenzie De Boer and Katie Baker scored 24 and 21 points,
respectively. Baker added 10 rebounds for her 13th career double-double.
Dahlberg Arena has favored
Montana when facing the Lumberjacks, but it’s a different story when
the team travels south.
“The last two years, we’ve had
a hard time winning at Northern
Arizona,” De Boer said. “It’s a long
trip, flying to Phoenix and busing
to Northern Arizona. It’s going to
be a tough one. We can’t overlook it,
and at the same time we know our
goal, and we know what we want,

and we know we want to host.”
Last year, Montana struggled
early on in Flagstaff before losing
74-70. The loss dropped the Lady
Griz to fifth in the Big Sky standings, the lowest regular season
finish for the team since the 199899 season. Montana has lost its last
two trips to NAU.
NAU’s leading scorer is senior
Amy Patton, who racked up 32
points in the December game in
Montana. Starting guard Amanda
Frost was missing from the roster
last time. Griz head coach Robin
Selvig said Frost is a good shooter,
averaging 10 points a game.
Selvig said two keys to a win

will be containing Patton and scoring.
“She’s capable of huge nights;
she’s always going to get some,”
Selvig said.
After traveling south, the team
will head west to Sacramento State
to play the Hornets on Saturday.
Sac State sits fifth in the BSC standings and has secured a postseason
spot. Montana beat the Hornets
82-55 in Missoula before taking a
holiday break.
“On the road, we’ve been getting lifts out of somebody else here
and there. Jordy (Sullivan) stepped
up,” Selvig said. “When you’re going on the road you can’t count on

WHO’S HOSTING THE PARTY?
Montana

]

No. 2

[

vs. Northern Arizona
WIN
WIN

vs. Sacramento State
LOSS

alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez

]

vs. Southern Utah
LOSS

WIN

WIN
LOSS

Scenario 1 Scenario 2

Scenario 3 Scenario 4

[17-3 BSC ] [16-4 BSC ]

[16-4 BSC ] [15-5 BSC ]

Scenario Combinations
1 + 5 = UM hosts
2 + 5 = Tie; UNC hosts
3 + 5 = Tie; UM hosts
4 + 5 = UNC hosts

Northern
Colorado

shutting them down to 40. You’ve
got to score some points.”
The fate of Montana rests in its
final two games. Currently, Montana sits a game and a half ahead of
No. 2 Northern Colorado. If Montana sweeps Sac State and NAU,
the Lady Griz win the regular season Big Sky Conference championship and earn hosting rights. But if
Montana wins one and loses one
over the weekend, they share the
conference title with Colorado and
go to tiebreakers for hosting rights.

1 + 6 = UM hosts
2 + 6 = UM hosts
3 + 6 = UM hosts
4 + 6 = Tie; UNC hosts

LOSS

Scenario 5

Scenario 6

[16-4 BSC ]

[15-5 BSC ]

Chart Explanation
The graph explains the six possible scenarios deciding who hosts the Big Sky Conference Tournament. Montana can either win or lose versus Northern Arizona and then either
win or lose versus Sacramento State. Each of those scenarios is labeled (i.e. Scenario
1, Scenario 2, etc.). When pairing those scenarios up with Northern Colorado’s, you can
determine who hosts the Big Sky Conference tournament.
Tiebreaker note: The first criterion for a tiebreaker is looking at the two teams’ head-tohead meetings. The second criterion is the results against the rest of the teams in final
regular-season standings. The third criterion will look at the teams’ matchups against
Southern Utah University. Montana swept SUU and UNC is 1-0 against them.
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Payne Center builds institute honoring Cobell
Stacy Thacker
Montana Kaimin
A new facility honoring activist
Elouise Cobell and her legacy will
take shape in the basement of the
Payne Family Native American
Center at the University of Montana. Students will have the opportunity to learn about and work on
reservation land and culture issues.
Construction of the Elouise Cobell Land and Culture Institute begins in July and is projected to last
about a year. Funding for the project was provided by the University,
UM alumnus Terry Payne and private donors.
The new facility will include two
laboratories containing advanced
technological tools that will help students build digital maps of reservations, with the possibility of showing
land ownership, natural resources
and even a history of the land.
David Beck, professor and chair
of the Native American Studies
department at UM, said the facility
will be a place “where our students
can help their tribes on how to use
their land.”
The lab will also provide students and faculty the opportunity
to archive and preserve stories,
languages, films and other cultural
materials.
Christopher Comer, dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, hopes
the lab will train students “how to
make things work better for the native communities,” he said.
A long-distance learning ele-

Candace Rojo/Montana Kaimin
Chris Comer, dean of the UM College of Arts and Sciences, speaks about the creation of the Elouise Cobell Land
and Culture Institute during a ceremony Wednesday. Cobell, a Native American activist, sued the U.S. Government for mismanagement of Indian Trust Funds. She died in 2011.

ment of the institute will allow students and faculty to work with other students and cultures in different
parts of the world, not just the state
and country.

Aaron Brien, a student majoring
in Native American studies and anthropology, said, “For both fields,
something like (the new facility) is
extremely useful.”

“Maybe this can bridge something,” he said about Native and
non-Native students coming together to use the facility.
stacy.thacker@umontana.edu
@Stacy-Thacker

INVESTIGATION
From page 1
to guess the outcome of the investigation because there is no precedent
of the DOJ investigating a prosecuting attorney’s office. Van Valkenburg said there could potentially be
some large financial repercussions.
Mike Brady, assistant chief of the
Missoula Police Department, said
the MPD has cooperated with the
Department of Justice. Brady said
the MPD provided some documents for the DOJ and they are now
in a “holding pattern, as we have
been for several months.”
The University of Montana is
also cooperating with the DOJ and
DOE. Lucy France, director of equal
opportunity and affirmative action
at UM, said the University has been
looking at its policies regarding sexual assault and working with the
DOE to change them.
“From the beginning, (we) have
been working with them to improve our response to sexual assaults,” France said.
France said a portion of the
changes include bringing the University more in line with an Apr. 4,
2011, Dear Colleague letter, which
called for all universities to respond
more effectively to sexual assaults
and harassment.
“If a school knows or reasonably
should know about student-on-student harassment that creates a hostile environment, Title IX requires
the school to take immediate action
to eliminate the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and address its
effects,” the letter said.
France said while there is a
“price tag” when it comes to training employees and students how to
handle sexual assaults, she doesn’t
anticipate any fines after the conclusion of the investigations.
Jean Gee, UM’s senior associate athletic director, said she still
couldn’t comment on the NCAA
investigation except to say Grizzly
Athletics are cooperating to the fullest extent.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
@nerb11

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.
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KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

ENTERTAINMENT
Lumberjack Saloon, live music
every Saturday night! Sho Down
on March 9th. Call about the
shuttle bus and cabins at 2736264.

FOR RENT
Bitterroot Property Management
INC. "Renting to UM students
since 1980." 3 Blks to U-Private
studio $550 all utilities paid. 5
Blks to U-Modern 1 bedroom
$595+ utilities. 549-9631 www.
				 rentbpm.com.

montanakaimin

Office Staff

PERSONALS
Plenty of teeth cleaning
appointments available at Curry
Health Center Dental Clinic. Call
us at 243-5445.
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted
best of Missoula 2012. Student

RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.40 per 5-word line/day

discounts! 136 E Broadway
Computer Central 542-6540
MISCELLANEOUS
School of Extended & Lifelong
Learning: Register for Summer
2013 Semester - 4 day weeks,
3 day weekends! Visit umt.
edu/summer for a chance to

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

win a $500 summer semester
scholarship!		
Missoula Collective Sale!
Saturday 3/9 12-6 pm at the
Florence Hotel. Shop 7 boutiques
at once, including Betty's Divine!
Win a $50 gift card to each of the
shops!
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